
Building A Stronger Resort Community 

Welcome. Thanks for coming!  

1. What We’ve Heard So Far  Input received and 
 responses to date 

2. Current Situation  Today’s challenges and 
 opportunities  

3. Process Overview   A look at how the Task 
 Force’s work has unfolded 

4. Alternative Models Models evaluated and 
 criteria used 

5. Recommended Model  What, why, how and who 
 

6. Approval Process  Next steps in the process 
 

7. Tell us what you think  Please comment and stay 
 tuned for Open House 3 

A Task Force of local representatives has been exploring 
alternative approaches to marketing and promoting Silver 
Star, and they have identified a recommended model.  

There are 7 stations around the room.  
Please start at #1 and move in order to #7 to learn more 
about the Task Force process and the recommended model.  



Building A Stronger Resort Community 

INPUT RECEIVED: There is an inequity in the 

member assessment between a one-

bedroom property being rented and a larger 

property with multiple bedrooms. 

PROPOSED CHANGE: The Task Force is 

proposing to move from a flat assessment 

rate for properties offered for rent to a 

sliding assessment scale based on the 

number of rooms in order to address the 

inequity. The Task Force is reviewing the 

financial implications and will bring forward 

a sliding assessment scale for consideration 

prior to Open House 3. 

INPUT RECEIVED: The term ‘offered for rent’ 

should be defined.  Is it reasonable to 

include long-term rentals in the ‘offered for 

rent’ category?  Long-term rentals are not 

catering to the tourist and in some cases 

can assist the resort by providing 

accommodation for employees working at 

the resort. 

PROPOSED CHANGE: The Task Force is 

proposing to amend the bylaws to 

distinguish between short-term (nightly) 

rental and long-term rental.  As a result, Task 

Force is reviewing possible definitions for 

short term and long-term rentals. The Task 

Force will bring definitions for consideration 

prior to Open House 3. 

 

What We’ve Heard Most Recently 

INPUT RECEIVED: The member 

assessment for a residential property, 

in which the property is offered rent 

and also contains a home-based 

business, is too expensive.   

PROPOSED CHANGE: The Task Force is 

proposing to amend the bylaws to 

establish a maximum assessment on a 

residential property whether or not the 

property is being offered for rent 

and/or conducting one or more home-

based business.  The maximum 

assessment will be proposed once the 

sliding assessment scale (mentioned 

above) for properties offered for rent is 

brought forward. 

INPUT RECEIVED: There is some 

concern that not-for-profit 

organizations would be subject to a 

member assessment fee.   

RESPONSE: The proposed bylaws do 

not provide for an assessment for not-

for-profits. 
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At Open House 1 on January 21st the Task Force received additional 

input from stakeholders, which has been considered and as a result, the 

new changes below are proposed to the SSRA model.  
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PROCESS OVERVIEW 

Task Force established 

Alternative marketing models identified and researched 

Task Force evaluates alternative models 

Task Force selection of recommended model 

Preliminary input from the Province + Regional District 

Stakeholder engagement regarding the recommended model 

- Open House 1 (held January 21) 

- Survey (held online January 21 to 31) 

- Open House 2 (tonight!) 

Stakeholders ARE supportive 
Property owner petition 
Regional and Provincial 

approval 

Stakeholders NOT supportive 
Back to the drawing board 

We are here 
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Benefits of a Resort Association 
BC Resort Municipality Initiative (RMI) Funding 

The Resort Municipality Initiative (RMI) provides provincial 

government funding to BC’s 14 Resort Municipalities  

• More than $98.1 million has been invested in BC resorts by the Province 

since the RMI was established in 2006 

• Tourism spending in the 14 municipalities increased by over 38% from 

2011 to 2015, while the rest of BC grew by just 20% in that period 

• Mayor Wilhelm-Morden: Without the RMI funding, Whistler property 

taxes would increase 18-20% to make up those funds 

• Eligible communities include Whistler, Sun Peaks, Rossland, Revelstoke, 

Fernie, Kimberly, Invermere, Valemount, Golden, Osoyoos, Tofino, 

Ucluelet, Harrison Hot Springs, and Radium Hot Springs 

The RMI is being reviewed in 2017 

• Silver Star is not currently eligible for the RMI 

• Silver Star does not have a voice to engage in the review process  

• A Silver Star Resort Association could provide the lobby group that could 

advocate on our behalf for RMI eligibility 

• A Resort Association would also provide the mechanism for receiving 

and investing the RMI funds should the lobby effort be successful 
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Benefits of a Resort Association 
RMI Funding Investments by our Competitors 

RMI funding is enabling other BC resorts to invest in critical 

amenities and programs that enhance their resort communities 

and their competitiveness  

Some of the investments being made: festivals, events, village services, public art 

programs, trail development, village revitalization, museum upgrades, improved 

directional and interpretive signage, village shuttle service, trail kiosks, mountain bike 

trails, public gathering spaces, information centers, visitor hubs, green spaces and 

accessibility improvements, and trails 
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Public art 

Trails 

Festivals 

Conference  
centre 

Shuttle service 

Gathering  
spaces 
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Additional Benefits of a Resort Association  

• Enables engaged decision-making by all members of the resort 

community 

• Provides a collective voice for the resort community in support 

of amenities and services 

• Provides access to incremental funding opportunities like the 

Hotel Tax (Municipal and Regional District Tax), tourism co-op 

programs (provincial and regional), government grant/support 

programs and partnerships with local businesses  

• Sun Peaks receives $250,000 in Hotel Tax revenues  

• These types of funds have been used by other resort communities 

for festivals, events, trail development, village shuttle services, 

conference centre spaces, and many other useful initiatives and 

amenities.  
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Events Rest places Playgrounds Info kiosks Public art 
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Approval Process 
The approval process for creating a resort association requires the approval 

of the Province and the Regional District of North Okanagan, as well as 

property owners through a successful property owner petition. 

Regional District Approval:  The Regional District must approve both the 

‘Resort Promotion Area’ and the resort association bylaws. 

Property Owner Petition:  A valid property owner petition must have the 

support of the majority of the property owners representing at least one-half 

of the assessed value of the parcels within the ‘Resort Promotion Area’. 

The petition will include: 

 A petition statement such as – Pursuant to section 3(2) of the Resort Association Act we 

petition the Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development to create a Resort 

Association to promote, facilitate and encourage the development, maintenance and 

operation of the Resort Promotion Area as further described in this Petition 

 The boundaries of the ‘Resort Promotion Area’ through an attached map 

 The activities the resort association will undertake to promote, facilitate and encourage 

the development, maintenance and operation of the ‘Resort Promotion Area’ 

 Levies on Members 

 The boundaries of the ‘Resort Land’ through an attached map 

 A petition statement such as – We the undersigned are owners of land within the Resort 

Promotion Area and we submit this Petition in favour of establishing the Silver Star 

Resort Association 

 Property address, legal description and PID 

 Signature block for property owner(s)* 

Provincial Ministry staff will approve the petition content.  The Task Force will 

undertake the petition process. A third party will independently certify the 

petitions.  
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*If there are two or more owners of a property, all owners will be listed and a majority of the owners 
must sign the petition if they are in favour of establishing the resort association.  A strata council 
cannot sign on behalf of the strata.  Individual strata members have to sign the petition if they are in 
favour of establishing the resort association.  A company, if it is an owner of land, can have their 
signing authority sign the petition if they are in favour of establishing the resort association. 
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Approval Process (Continued) 

Provincial Approval:  The Province must order the establishment of a 

‘Resort Promotion Area; it must specify ‘Resort Land’ with the ‘Resort 

Promotion Area’ which will subject to the levies of the resort association; 

and it must approve the bylaws of the resort association. 

Provincial Ministry staff will ensure the petition package is complete.  

Provincial Legislative Counsel will review the petition, the approval of the 

Regional District, the bylaws and the draft Minister’s Orders.  If all were in 

order, the package would be sent to the Minister’s Office to have the 

Minister’s Orders signed to establish the Resort Promotion Area, specify 

Resort Land and to incorporate the resort association. 

 

Future Bylaw Changes: Any future changes to the bylaws will require a 

special resolution approved by the members of the resort association and 

the approval of both the Regional District of North Okanagan and the 

Province.  
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What do you think?  

Please use a comment card  
to tell us what you think about the 
proposed SSRA model and the changes 
made based on the input received so far.  

Next steps 
1. Regional District meeting February 22 

Information sharing; no approvals being requested  

2. Revisions to the SSRA model 

3. Open House 3 to present the revised model  
Date/time TBD 

4. Online Survey 2  
Gather broad input on the revised model 
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Use the sign-up sheet to receive project updates and 
notice of Open House 3 and the next online survey. 


